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LUNCHROOM TO BOARDROOM 
ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 
INTERVIEW WITH JENNY PROHASKA 
INTERVIEWED BY THERESE COLLIE. 
 
21 NOVEMBER 1991 
 
Collie: This is reel 3 and the date is the 21 November 1991. This is the From lunchroom to Boardroom 
Project for the TLC and I’m interviewing Jenny Prohaska, who lives at Flat 2, 4 Raintree Street, Mansfield. 
Her phone number in 849-6204. 
T Collie: Jenny, could you tell me when you were born? 
J Prohaska: Yes, I was born on the   March 1911. My parents told me it was the night the Yongala went 
down, a boat, up north Queensland, on that date. So it was quite a night, wasn’t it? And here’s this 
person comes in on the night of a tragedy. 
T Collie: What have you felt about that? 
J Prohaska: I’ve often thought about it. You know, I would think about it in my mind because I know my 
parents were upset about the tragedy and to be born on such a night seemed strange. 
T Collie:   Were you born? 
J Prohaska: In Paddington, we had a nice home in Paddington, my parents were good parents. I was 
lucky that I had very good parents, and I had a very good home life. 
T Collie: Did you always live in Paddington in Brisbane? 
J Prohaska: No, we shifted around quite a bit. We shifted around, we went from Paddington to Manly 
because my mother was suffering a bit of, like, asthma type of trouble and they thought it would be 
good for her to get near the seaside. And we shifted from Manly when I was about 13 and stayed there 
for some time. 
I went from there the State High School, travelled by train to High School, after the Scholarship, passed 
the Scholarship, and went there. My parents were glad I passed the Scholarship, because I never was a 
student as such. I was always on the run, playing and everything. When we lived Paddington, I lived in 
the playground half my life in the Ithaca baths, swimming. I swam from a very early age and I won some 
Junior championships for Petrie Terrace Girls and infants state school and the BSHS swimming. And you 
know I played basketball. So when I sat for the Scholarship my Dad was so pleased that I come though, 
because they wondered however I managed to pass that without studying very much. 
T Collie: And when did you leave school? 
J Prohaska: I left too early actually, We had some very bad problems. My mother and father lost their 
only son in the war, my only brother, their only son. And my Dad, he always was sorry that he gave his 
consent for my brother to go, because he was under age. And my mother was always, never believed in 
the war anyway, and it played on him a lot. 
And Dad was working at the wharves at the time and there was a strike and the men never got put back 
in their jobs, So he never got a job, and at that time of his life, when I was about 16, Dad had a nervous 
breakdown. And my mother and I and my sister Colina, were very close, and my other sisters, my elder 
sisters, because it was such a tragedy because he was such a lovely, kind loving father. But I think the 
war had a lot to do with it, and losing his only son, Robert Houston Lind. 
T Collie: This affected your views on life too? 
J Prohaska: Yes, very much so, because, I was telling the girls, the people the other day, the people at 
the social that we had last Sunday at the Peace Rooms that I was old enough to know. I was 4 when he 
was killed, wounded and missing at Gallipoli, and I knew the effect it had on my parents, the sadness in 
our home. 
And my mother, I went with my mother lip to a memorial, Robert’s name was on the memorial at 
Paddington, and Mum said, “I’ll never go to another Remembrance Day, they’re just glorifying war”. So 
I’d only be about 8 then, but that has always been my mother’s strength, her determination, she hated 
Churchill for the Gallipoli fiasco, she hated him. 
  
And that always was very much, although I enjoyed my childhood, I had a wonderful time, I used to 
roam, play, and swim and do all sorts of things, but at the back of it all, was instilled in me that it was 
wrong, war was wrong, it didn’t resolve questions and people don’t win wars, and the governments only 
think they do and it causes, the suffering that it causes after wars, we only got to look at this last one, 
the Gulf War even, never mind about the second world war that was a war to end all wars. A that time 
we, I had to convince myself that we had to fight fascism, you know, being a peace person, and I 
realized, if the Japs were going to come here, and one thing and another, my husband joined the air 
force. That, no, that’s always been the main reason I think, it goes back so far. 
T Collie: And your father was a unionist, was he? 
J Prohaska: Very much so. My Dad and my mother were very good, your know, my mother supported 
my father, and Dad was a good unionist, and when they went on strike he and his mates didn’t get back 
again. And I think that was really the straw that broke the camel’s back as far as my father was 
concerned, He was out of work. 
And you asked my earlier when did I leave school, well I should, if I could have kept on at school, I was 
having a very good time, enjoying myself, at school. I didn’t study very much, I was always playing 
around and swimming and doing those sort of things, but it was a pity that I left school then, I think, 
because I went to work, because of circumstances. And the wages were very low really, it was pathetic, 
the wages that you got. 
T Collie: Where did you go to work first, Jenny? 
J Prohaska: Well, my mother always wanted me to be a dressmaker, and one of my sisters was a 
tailoress, another milliner, and I went to work, at Simco’s. it was a dress-making factory. And when I got 
there all I did was sew on buttons, and things like that, and make the bosses a clip of tea, and that. And 
then eventually they put me down in the office. So I ended up in the office, but I didn’t like office work. 
So from then I went on, I got a job in Brisbane Cash and Carry when they opened. 
T Collie: What was that? 
J Prohaska: Well, it was like Coles and Woolies now, the BCC it, I think it originated in America, too. 
T Collie: Where was it? 
J Prohaska: It was in George Street. And I was on the counter, head girl on the counter, at 18, 1 got 
senior wages, which meant a lot. And we had to learn all the prices, we didn’t have it written on, as they 
do now. And you had to take them, you’d go home and you’d be learning the prices of things and 
perhaps that was a good thing for your memory. Well at that time they decided to send me to Ipswich, 
because they opened up a store at Ipswich. So I went to Ipswich to work. So all in all I, when I look back 
and think of the kind of time I could have had staying at high school and travelling to Ipswich to work, 
eventually I had to knockoff and board up there. 
T Co11ie: Oh, you were travelling from Brisbane every day? 
J Prohaska: From Brisbane, from Norman Park, to Ipswich 
every day. But I liked the sales girl part, I was always, I didn’t like office work, I liked sales, and I enjoyed 
the selling bit. 
T Collie: Why do you think you liked that? 
J Prohaska: Oh, I don’t know, I think it’s out-going and you’re sort of relating to people and well, 
something like that, you know? 
T Collie. Has there been anyone in particular who’s influenced your politics, apart from your parents? 
  
J Prohaska: Not really. I thinks it’s my mother mainly, my mother was really, she wasn’t a card-carrying 
Communist, but my mother always was a Communist, you know, in her ideas. 
And she had a great influence on me. My Dad was good. He was a Labor person, a staunch Labor person, 
unionist, but Mum had the further vision of what the world could be. 
T Collie: You said your father was a wharfie? What did your mother do before she got married? 
J Prohaska: My mother worked in Scotland, in the woollen mills, and also they did handloom weaving in 
their village where they come from in Scotland. So they were handloom weavers, they used to do that. 
My Dad worked on the railways. 
T Collie: You mean. her Dad? 
J Prohaska: My Dad. No. Her father was a real debater. He was well known in the village, they’d meet 
and debate and he was a very good debater, and I think he probably influenced my mother’s Politics 
early. 
T Collie: But you were saying your father worked in the railways, too? 
J Prohaska: Yes in Scotland. he was a clerk on the railways and he used to have a little ticket with his 
name on it C Lind, L I N D was my maiden name, and he’d check in the coal trucks and that. And they 
always supported the miners cause, Dad was always supported the unionists, so like, he was staunchly 
Labor man. 
T Collie: So both your parents were Scottish and they emigrated to Australia. When was that? And why 
did they do that? 
J Prohaska: In 1911 I was born, and they came out here in 1910, with my brother and three of my older 
sisters, there was Mary and Bessie and Agnes, with Robert, he was the eldest. Now when Mum got out 
at Townsville, they must have come round that way, she picked up a bootie on the wharf at Townsville 
and Mrs Stevenson, who came out with her, said, “Mary, I would‘na ha picked up that bootie, if I was 
you!” 
T Collie:  What’s a bootie? 
 
J Prohaska: A baby’s bootie 
 
T Collie:  Oh! 
  
J Prohaska: On the wharf at Townsville, and 9 months later, you know who got born? Jenny Lind! Why 
would you change that name. I was named after the Swedish Nightingale, Jenny Lind. 
So she picked up the bootie and 1911 was my birthday. See if you don’t want to have any children don’t 
pick up any baby’s booties in the street or on the pier. 
T Collie: During the depression, you joined the Housewives’ Association. Why did you become involved 
in that organization? 
J Prohaska: Oh, well mainly because my friends were in it. But I didn’t take any big role in it, because I 
had the children and I didn’t take any role in that Housewives’ Association, but I belonged to it. And 
when I came back from Lismore after the war, my friends who were in the Housewives’ Association 
were in the Union of Australian Women by this time. See they found it wasn’t enough, just to be in the 
Housewives’ Association. 
T Collie: What does that mean? 
J Prohaska: Well it’s just checking on prices and you know, the things that concern women in the home, 
and things like that. 
T Collie: And how was the UAW different? 
J Prohaska: Well the UAW was so different in the fact that they promoted peace, women’s issues, 
women in unions, childcare, things which I was very interested in, and a lot of our members were 
involved with childcare, during the wartime, like I was at Stone’s Corner, the Enoggera Branch, and out 
at Bulimba and other places. Our UAW members were in that, so it all linked up for me. 
T Collie: Yes. You started the Stone’s Corner childcare centre during the second world war. What was 
that like? 
J Prohaska: Well it was good really. What happened, we got Mr Hanson the Labor member, we got him 
as president. We pushed for somewhere to have the centre and we had the Masonic Hall over that way, 
and we used to have 2 days a week and have the kiddies there, and give them a lunch, you know, the 
Oslo lunch was popular lunch was popular at the time. 
T Collie: The Oslo lunch? What’s that? 
J Prohaska: Well just a health lunch, you know, bread, you know, just an ordinary lunch, I don’t know, I 
can’t remember, but that’s what they called it. Just Oslo lunch. 
T Collie: Do you know why it was called the Oslo? 
T Prohaska: Well I think it came from Sweden! I always remembered the name of it anyway. 
No, well we had the use of the Masonic Hall, downstairs, and we put on fetes, we had a fete to raise 
money and then later on. After I left, Mr Hanson managed to take over, to get a regular place for them 
at Stones’ Corner, a regular kindergarten, and I was sort of nominated as a life member but I never got 
back there. 
I mean, I went to Lismore after the war and stayed there for a while. My son went to Sydney, he got 
married, and my daughter, Belle came to Brisbane to work in the bank, and I was just down there with 
Mum, my mother, still, my mother was with me a lot at the time. She was with me at Stone’s Corner 
when I was in the child care centre and she came down to Lismore after she’d had a operation, and 
stayed with we, and there was just my youngest daughter Claire and Mum and I, and I thought, “Oh, I’ll 
go back to Brisbane”. 
T Collie: Why had childcare been such an important issue for you, do you think? 
J Prohaska: Well I’ll tell you why. I lived at Paddington, early on and the Paddington Kindergarten was 
established there and my young sister Colina went to the Kindergarten and Mum used to be on the 
committee and I though how lovely it was for the children to be at kindergarten , and really in Brisbane 
there was only a couple of kindergartens, there was Spring Hill and Paddington, and the Valley, at that 
time. And I thought the need for it, with the women with their husbands away, and somewhere to leave 
the children while they went to get their rations or do their shopping or whatever. And to me it filled in 
some time, it got my mind off the war, my husband being away and that, it had that effect, kept me 
busy. 
T Collie: Do you think it’s still an important issue? 
J Prohaska: Definitely so. And I think it should be cheaper for parents to have their children at preschool 
or kindergarten or childcare. It’s very important and especially now with women working. And there is a 
need for women to go to work. They need to use their skills. It’s a pity when they leave their jobs and 
then, you know, the working skills that they have, they lose that. So I think it’s good for women along 
side their men to go to work and then have affordable childcare. I think that’s very important. 
Now. also during the second world war you joined the Communist Party. When did you join the 
Communist Party exactly? 
J Prohaska: It was when I went to Stone’s Corner, after we left Manly. I lived at Manly for a while. When 
would it be? It would be about 1940, because Claire was born in 1939, about 1940.,And my friends were 
in the Communist Party, like, some of my mother’s friends and people that I knew, and I felt this is what 
I’ll do, I’ll be in the Communist Party. 
T Collie: Why did you join? 
J Prohaska: Because I thought it was the right thing to do,  
because at the back of it all I didn’t join when I was married with John because he wasn’t as political as I 
and he a nice, very nice, happy go lucky sort of Peter Pan fellow. He would vote Labor but he wouldn’t 
go as deep into that. 
And I think after I’d been on my own, I was in the floods in Lismore and had to sell my house cheap to 
get out of it. And battling on my own, and then I came back to my friends. See I was a bit of a loaner in 
Lismore. When you go into a new place, you are a loner. You fit around - I played tennis down there, but 
at the same time, I didn’t have the same social contacts, or the same deep feelings for anybody as I did 
for my friends up here in the party. 
T Collie.: You say you were on your own. So what happened to your husband? 
J Prohaska: Well, John, he wasn’t well when he came back from Borneo. They used to take those Atabrin 
tablets for the malaria and that, and he went up to the hospital, one Sunday morning he walked into the 
Repat Hospital, he was sick, and he didn’t shave, and that wasn’t like him, and he went into the hospital 
and he said to me when I went up to see him, “The shiny bums think I’m troppo!”, that’s what he said. 
But he really was sick, he had ulcer trouble and that. But so he come back out the hospital. He said, “Oh 
I don’t think I’m troppo”, so he really didn’t, really couldn’t have had really a good . . . . 
REEL 4 
T Collie: This is reel 4, the date is 21 November 1991 and the subject matter is from Lunchroom to 
Boardroom Oral History Project about women in the Labor movement, for the TLC, and I’m talking to 
Jenny Prohaska. 
Jenny you were saying about how your husband went to the hospital, when he was very ill. 
J Prohaska: Yes, well, he came out of hospital. I think going and just walking in like that and being 
unshaven, which was unlike him, then he came out of the hospital after a week. Well then he got a job 
at Lismore. See, he was a process engraver to trade, he was a photographer in the Fleet Air Arm when 
he was over in Borneo. So he got a job in the Northern Star Newspaper, back at his trade. And he liked it 
very much but he wasn’t really a well man. 
And we had the floods, the ‘48 floods, in our house. We were in it for 33 months. I stayed in a tent in 
Evan/s Heads for 3 months while our house was being built and we were in, it 3 months and the ‘48 
flood came up over the dining room table. 
But while we were down at Evans Heads John stayed, boarded and he’d come down every weekend 
when I was down there with the kids, I stayed in a tent. So we got by that way and then when we got 
into our house we thought we’re home and hosed, it was a nice new house. And it was up high, you 
know, off the ground, and lovely area all farms around us. We had the gas on the electric light, and the 
phone, and everything. 
And one day a young man was walking passed with some cattle up the road and it was raining and I said, 
he spoke to me, he said, “Oh, I think we’re going to have a flood”. I said, “We’re all right, we’re up nice 
and high”. And he said, “No, don’t you kid yourself, I reckon it will be up to your windows”. Sure enough. 
it was up to our windows over the dining room table. So we stayed up, we got rowed out at night. The 
police were very good, they evacuated people from down the bottom. Arid quite a lot of Aboriginal 
people went past in a boat and then they came back for us. And we went over and stayed in the School 
until the flood subsided. And John had walked to work that day, at 11 o’clock, because he worked a lot 
of night work in the paper, he couldn’t get home, and we were over in the school, I was over there with 
the kids. And then we got back, but I sold that house in Lismore. John died after that. He had ulcer 
trouble and he didn’t recover from the operation, which I think ……………… 
But I still stayed in Lismore because my girls were at high school there and my son Colin was working at 
the Northern Star. And so we bought a nice house up in Gardner Avenue, out of the flood area, where 
we should have been in the first place. And I content enough then. Mum come down to stay with us 
after she had her operation, and I’d had an operation just previously, a hysterectomy, and then I worked 
at a club, part-time work at a club, men’s club there, behind the bar serving drinks and that. But Colin 
got married and went to Sydney Bell, she came up to Brisbane for a job, my eldest daughter, and I 
decided to come back to Brissy because I, well, there was no need for me to be down there like that. 
T Collie: So that was in 1956, you returned to Brisbane? 
J Prohaska: About that time. 
T Collie: And you joined the UAW? You said your friends were there, and you’d also said that you didn’t 
want to be too political. What did you mean by that? 
J Prohaska: Well what I meant by that, I was sort of, when I was away so long from people, and you’re 
not involved, like when you’re involved people know you and they get to know you and you’re here, 
there, and everywhere, and, but when you’re away people are inclined to forget about you. And with 
John being the way he was, I seemed to sort of lose my enthusiasm for the Communist Party, in a sense, 
that when I came back to Brisbane I met up with some of my friends that I’d worked with, Labor people 
who I’d worked with and who I liked and I thought, “Oh I won’t be so political, I’m just going to mix 
around, socialise, go to barbecues, things like that with people I know. and I just didn’t, well I never 
joined the Communist Party again. In fact nobody asked me to again. So, you know what I mean, I’d 
been away ... 
T Collie: Did you ever join the Labor Party? 
J Prohaska: Yes, I was asked to, when I come back, because I had worked with them in the child care 
work and in the United Front for the War, the Labor people, and I knew quite a number of good Labor 
people whom I liked, and who I like, really. And I thought “Oh, I’ll just start and go the barbecues”. They 
were at Clem Jones’s barbecues, and I thought “This’ll do me. I wanted to socialise, like I hadn’t had any 
social life for a long time. And I didn’t want to get back trying to solve the world’s problems. 
T Collie: But you were involved with the UAW? Do you know how that Union started? 
J Prohaska: Well I think it started, well Alice Hughes would tell you more about that, and Eva Bacon 
knows, the foundation members, and our National Committee, like Audrey McDonald, whose husband’s 
in the unions down there. Those sort of people would find that they needed something more than a 
Housewives Association, something built around peace and women’s issues and family issues. And when 
I went in to the UAW, there were people there, in the Communist Party that I knew, and also Labor 
Party people that I know. And I thought, “This’ll do me I fit nicely in the middle here. They’re all my 
friends and I’m not going to be super-critical about anybody or anything. But I thought that while we 
working on those things collectively that was the main thing, I thought. 
T Collie: Was it the women’s issues that brought people together? 
J Prohaska: I think mainly the women’s issues, and peace, mainly the women’s issues, I think, because 
they were all women and they projected the women’s issues for equality and things like that. 
T Collie: How was the UAW structured? Does it have sub-committees, different groups? 
J Prohaska:  Well we have a National Committee, and we have representatives from each state on the 
National Committee. Cheryl Dawson is our representative, our President. And we always have, like 2 or 
3 go down to the National Conferences. We also belong to the Women’s International Democratic 
Federation, which Freda Brown has been President of for a number of years, Freda’s now retired, but 
she did terrific work overseas and some very difficult situations, you know, there’d be quite ... 
T Collie: Can you give me an example? 
 
J Prohaska: I can’t really, I know she went about, here, there, and everywhere overseas, and it was a 
good-organization. I couldn’t really say. I think that Freda would have to speak up about that for herself. 
I think she was a bit lonely at times, I think she was in places where, you know, going into a hotel or 
something by herself in a strange country. She is a very good person and they’ve still got the Women’s 
International Democratic Federation but with all the break up in the countries, the Communist countries 
and that, where the funding was given mainly, well that’s going to have a big impact. But I think it’ll keep 
going and I think it’ll survive. 
T Collie:  And can you tell me more about the workings of the UAW? Like there’s a working women’s 
group, isn’t there? What is that? 
J Prohaska: Well we’re really pleased that the young women, the working women’s group are getting 
together, because we older ones that kept the UAW going and got the newsletter out and organized 
things, it’s all right up to a point, but we need the younger women to keep the UAW going. And with the 
changes to the way we live, like we were home for the most part, that we could do these things, 
whereas the working women have got to arrange meetings of a Saturday, to fit in with their working 
schedule. 
But it is very, very important, because they’re taking up issues from the workforce, you know, about 
childcare and equal pay, and all issues concerning women. And the younger women could have a newer 
approach, you know, to things. Indeed it’s needed to revitalize the UAW, I think. 
T Collie:  How does the UAW achieve its goals? What work does it do to achieve its goals? 
J Prohaska: Well we take up all the issues that are pertinent to women in particular. We do support the 
men, like we supported the SEQEB workers and their wives in their struggle, we support the unions, the 
men. But the women in particular they have a harder-row to hoe for wages, for instance, childcare, as 
we keep repeating and repeating, and equal opportunity for jobs. For young women to have more 
chance to learn different skills. 
T Collie: What do you actually do to try to achieve these aims? Do you have petitions? Speak to 
politicians? Or have protests? 
Jenny Prohaska: Yes, well we mainly protest to the government, in particular, we back up anybody that’s 
projecting something, you know, if anybody comes out to speak about something, we back that tip. We 
did lead the women’ issues. We’ve always pushed the women’s equality and opportunity in the work 
place and at home. The women’s recognition for the work they do on the home front, as well as going to 
work, they do the bulk of the work at home too. And we’ve got to find that the men have got to share 
the burden more than they do, and we’ve got away to go on that. 
T Collie: So what do you think the UAW has achieved? 
J Prohaska: I think we’ve achieved a lot in pushing for issues that concern women mainly, like Children-
by-Choice, we’ve done a lot in that regard. For peace, we’ve got a long way to go. What else would I 
say? What have we achieved? I think we’ve achieved recognition for what we’ve been fighting for the 
women’s issues. I think that’s the main thing, to have recognition and for them to take notice of what 
we’ve been saying. And I do think that we have played an important part in quite a lot of areas, and we’ll 
keep on doing it, you know, there’s a way to go yet. 
T Collie: Can you tell me about what conditions were like after the second world war? 
J Prohaska: Well I could tell you what the conditions were like before the second world war, in the 
depression, which had a big influence on me. After the second world war, well the women went back to 
their homes. They had good jobs when the men were away, they took over the reins, like they did all the 
jobs that the men do, but after the war they just went back to their normal housewife duties. That 
seemed to be the thing to do. But on reflection it wasn’t the thing to do. They should have hung in there 
and kept some, kept their jobs for the most part. I mean, a lot of soldiers were killed at the war, so there 
must have been vacancies for a lot of women to stay on, instead of, you know, giving the jobs up. 
T Collie: Do you think there was a lot of dissatisfaction amongst women after the war? 
J Pohaska: Well, I don’t know what we really won, you know, really won, with the war, why it had to be 
fought. I just think the what happens with the war, it has the effect on people’s lives for ever, they lose 
their sons, they lose their husbands, girls lose their sweethearts, and some have never, ever married. It 
has a terrible effect on people - the war, you know the people haven’t won anything, they come home 
and they welcome the returned servicemen and give them heroes welcomes and all that, and it’s 
terrible that they had to do it, its terrible that they had to go to war. So I think that nobody ever gets 
over the loss of a loved person and the effect that it has on children that have no father. You know, their 
father’s been killed, I think it’s a disastrous thing. 
I think that it should be negotiations and I think the people have got to see that we don’t get involved in 
a war. This Gulf war, we, never had any say in that, they just, Hawke just sent the military, the naval 
force over to the Gulf war. Nobody was consulted, and it’s not good enough. People have got no say 
and, you know, I don’t know why the leaders think they’ve got all the answers, because they don’t. 
T Collie: Can you tell me about the Millions for Peace campaign, that you were involved in, in 1982 was 
it? 
J Prohaska: Yes, the United Nations Peace Campaign, World Peace Petition, our UAW, I always went to 
the United nations meetings as a rep from the UAW, I attended the meetings, and the Petition came out 
for the Second Special Session on Disarmament in 1982. It was to get rid of nuclear and all things of 
mass destruction, even conventional weapons, and the statement at the bottom was to end world 
poverty. The money that’s spent on armaments, and the tragedy of war, there has to be disarmament. 
And we had high hopes, we got thousands of signatures  signed here in Queensland, and nationally, for 
the Peace Petition, and it was well received. We couldn’t get out on the streets to take the petitions 
round because Peterson wouldn’t let us get out on the streets to do it. But here in Brisbane the manager 
of the Commonwealth Bank allowed us to use the front of the Bank in Adelaide Street, and put our 
tables up, which was very good for him to do. And what we’d do, we’d duck around the streets up 
where the people were waiting for buses and up as far as the Anzac Square, and all round the place we 
managed to get round the streets like that and get signatures, and it’s one of the easiest petitions we’d 
ever had, was that one for people’s signatures for disarmament. 
T Collie: Another easy campaign, you told me about was the campaign for better quality nylon stockings. 
Can you tell me about that campaign? That was when? 
I just can’t tell you when it was now, it’s back a bit. It was the first time I ever got out on the street. I was 
with Stella Nord. I went with Stella to the status of Women meetings, and got to know Stella very well. 
We got out in 
front of Finney’s and all these shops with the petition for a better quality nylon stocking. And, the 
stockings were terrible, you’d put them on and they’d ladder straight away and people were 
complaining about them. And Stella was so easy, she was full of the up-and-go, so out we went with 
these petitions and I’d never been out on the street with a petition before and it was fun, approaching 
“Oh yair, we’ll sign, the stockings are terrible”. Anyhow we got letters from the main stocking 
manufacturers. I can’t remember them all now, the names of them, to say that they’d supply us with 
good stockings, send us some good stockings, and so forth. And there was a cartoon in the paper with 
Menzies coming home from Parliament with a stocking hanging across his shoulder in the paper. So it 
got good publicity and it did have an effect on the manufacture of stockings, had an effect, so they had 
to get their Act together and make sure that the stockings were a better quality. But Stella could tell you 
a lot more about that. But it was fun, with that, we enjoyed doing it. 
T Collie:  How did you feel when you first approached people? 
J Prohaska: Well I’ve always been a bot of a sales person, as I’ve said before and I hadn’t been out on the 
street like that before and, no, I didn’t mind. You know after the first approach, you know, when you 
pluck up your courage to approach somebody. And it was such an easy one to do, that it gave you a lot 
of pleasure to do it. So you know, people are willing, if people know what you’re on about and if you’ve 
got a genuine cause, that’s what I mean about peace, with the Peace Petition, a genuine cause for 
disarmament, to end wars, to end all wars, well people will sign that People don’t want war, do they? I 
don’t think. 
T Collie:  What conflicts do you remember with the police over your activities in the streets? 
J Prohaska: I think I told you before, Kath and I were in … 
T Collie: Kath? 
J Prohaska: Kath Thomas, she used to work up at the Trades Hall, she’s one of our foundation members, 
we were in King George Square and the police were watching her, we didn’t have a permit, we were on 
about peace. 
T Collie: When was this approximately? 
T Collie: Would it have-been in the 80s? 
J Prohaska: Oh yes, there were so many I forget, be early 80s, I think and anyhow, we didn’t have a 
permit. And Jack was there, Jack.... anyhow they chatted to him about not having a permit, they called 
him up. So everybody dispersed and Kath and I went round and 
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T Collie: Jenny you were telling me about conflicts that you had with the police, a particular conflict, you 
said that you were in King George Square, one of the Peace rallies in the 80s, and you were with your 
friend Kath Thomas. 
J Prohaska: Yes, well we went around and the police followed us, We had our petitions, the police 
followed us, and Kath and I we went down into George Street and we walked into a Bible shop round 
there in George Street so the policeman went on his merry way. We went in the Bible shop, we thought 
we’d be safe in there. 
T Collie: And were you? 
J Prohaska: Yes, he went by, he went past He was chasing us but, anyway. I don’t know what else really I 
could say. 
T Collie: Can you remember any frightening experiences? 
J Prohaska: Yes indeed, during some of the Vietnam rallies, some of the early ones, we, the police come 
out on us in Albert Street there and we were pushed up against the windows, the glass windows there in 
Albert Street and you just had that terrible feeling that you were getting pushed back and you were 
getting crushed and you were frightened that the bloomin’ windows would go, breaking. That was 
horrible, but always managed to dodge the paddy wagons, we, I seemed to be lucky in that way that we 
always seemed to manage to dodge them. Some of them got pulled in, and during the Vietnam thing the 
young boys got pulled around by their hair and you know there were a lot of nasty things that the police 
did, Push people about and stamped on them and things like that, But it was lucky that I never got into 
any real strife. 
T Collie: Do you think you got Special treatment because of your age? 
J Prohaska: No I don’t think so, I think, You know, we were just a mob of protesters and it didn’t matter 
who you were or what. Some of the elderly older people got pulled in on the wagons, paddy wagons, so 
it didn’t really matter about your age or whatever, just had no right to be there as far as they were 
concerned. 
T Collie: Were any people surprised that you knew in your day-to-day life about you being anti-Vietnam? 
J Prohaska: Not the people that I knew or mixed with because we were all anti-Vietnam. It was a very big 
rally, the one that we had, the big march that we had we all sat down in Queen Street and the police 
were behind us but there were so many of us that they didn’t do anything, they weren’t able to. They 
drove up behind us and we all sat down in the middle of the road and all across, you know the other, 
Victoria and South Australia and all the big groups that were formed, you know it really brought an end 
to the Vietnam war. 
The amount of people that really joined in those rallies was, they were tremendous. I wish we could get 
the same amount of people again, although the last rallies that we had about the Gulf war, they were 
really big rallies, against the Gulf war, and a lot of very young people at them in the middle of the day, 
which was very good, to see so many young people in the rallies,. So, you know, you’ve got to really 
have big rallies and you’ve got to keep it up and you’ve got to see how you can really get back to that 
sort of feeling against the Vietnam war, the amount of people that you can get to join in the protest. 
T Collie: Why do you think there aren’t the same amount of people concerned these days? 
J Prohaska: Well, I think these days people are so worried about employment and I don’t know, 
whether, why it is, we do have good rallies, and I can’t really say. I think that we’ve really got to have 
something again to stir up the people to that same extent as they were against the Vietnam war, I think 
we’ve got to. I think probably it will. I don’t know, I think people begin to think that, I don’t really know. I 
think with the Vietnam war too, what really was bad was the draft and them trying to get the young 
people drawn into it, and that was affecting the young people. Like in the first world war they tried to 
bring in conscription and they couldn’t. See when those sort of issues, see now, well if they tried to bring 
in conscription, or tried to get the young people in again to fight a war, I think that would have the same 
impact as what it did on the Vietnam war. 
I think a lot of them just going on worrying about their jobs and you know, trying to make ends meet, 
things like that. But I think surely to goodness that we won’t have another world war, surely. 
T Collie: What were, can you remember one of the best experiences that you’ve had in your struggle for 
human rights and women’s rights, over the years, not necessarily the best, but maybe one of the best, 
or a good time that you remember? 
J Prohaska: No, well what I think is the best is the feeling that we in the UAW have for each other, and 
we have a lot of good times together. Because we seem to be all on the same wave-length, about 
women’s issues, about peace, we have a very good bond with each other and the young women, the 
working women, they’re in the unions and they’re fighting in there, and they’re making an impact in the 
unions, and I think that’s very important. 
It’s like everything else, we want more women representatives in the unions. in the parliament, in 
particular, more women, and also I think in the United Nations, it’s a patriarchic society, it’s all men who 
decide about the wars. There should be more women involved and women have got to get up there, up 
front, and tell the men that they’re wrong, the men are wrong. That’s the main thing. 
T Collie: What do you think have been the gains for women so far? 
J Prohaska: Well I think a lot of women are beginning to get some better jobs, they’re fighting for equal 
pay. I think they’re beginning to be recognized as a force, especially now when we’ve got more women 
in parliament than we’ve ever had, and in the unions, I think. I think there are gains. I think the men are 
not so worried about us, they’re not so worried that, I think the men are realizing that. they’ve got to 
work along side the women, beside every woman is a man and 
T Collie: When you say “they’re not so worried about us”, what do you mean by that? 
J Prohaska: I think they were threatened by the women challenging them in their professions, in 
particular in their jobs, and in their professions. I think they were worried about that, but now I think 
they seem to realize and seem to see that actually women have got to be, help support the family as 
well as the men. The men’s wages don’t go nearly far enough and I think the men realize that women 
have got to help with the pay packet. And I think that’s a big factor. 
T Collie: What are the issues now for you? What is important now? 
J Prohaska: Well I think, overall, as I said, more women in positions of authority. More women up there 
with the men, and I can’t say any more than that. But I think it’s got to be a fifty-fifty, it’s got to be as 
many women and men, you know, working for families. And I think that’s all I could say. 
T Collie: What about issues like abortion, prostitution, childcare, equal pay, are they still relevant today? 
J Prohaska: Very much so. I think the Children-by-Choice work so hard for so long, and the fact that they 
I’ve now, at last, been funded by the government is a tremendous step forward, and that’s only because 
of a lot of hard work over a number of years by very dedicated women who have been looking after 
women’s interests. 
Now as far as prostitution, it should be decriminalized, there’s no two ways about it. I can’t understand 
why our politicians let us down on these issues, for the most part. It’s been known the crime and things 
that are associated with prostitution will still continue and we’ll still have the trouble that we’ve had 
over the years, which has been shown up by the Fitzgerald Report, Peter Beattie was quite right, and 
those that voted with him, to say that-if they don’t decriminalize it we’re going to have all this, trouble 
for years to come. And it’s no good pretending it isn’t there, like old Hinze, he reckoned he thought 
there were never any brothels anyway, like, he never saw them. Goss it’s no good being ‘holier than 
thou’ and like this attitude that they wouldn’t use them anyway, there are so many married men that do 
use the brothels. And the prostitutes are there and if they were used, getting regular check-ups, and if 
they were being paid, and paid tax on their wages, all of these things’d be out in the open. And it 
wouldn’t be a crime if a man needed that sort of thing to satisfy his lust or whatever, and the women 
are there prepared to help him, which they are, they’re helping him. As one woman said, “We’re the 
victims, we’re helping some body else with their problem, they’re helping the bloke with their problem, 
the women.. And a lot of them do it because of necessity, not because they want to do it, but because of 
job, they haven’s got a job, and they think, “Oh well, this is some way to earn a crust and it should be 
decriminalized, there’s no two ways about it. 
And I think we’ve just got to keep at it and keep at it and I think our support of Children-by-Choice over 
the years, has helped tremendously, the UAW. See these issues and women’s issues. So we’ve just got 
to keep at them, equal pay, and more jobs, more training for young girls to take up good positions in the 
workforce. 
T Collie: Have you always felt the same way about these issues, or have your attitudes changed over the 
years? 
J Prohaska: No, I think I’ve always felt more or less the same way. I’ve known in the early days in the 
depression days that go back before the war, we were married in November, and my hubby’s firm 
closed down in December, and we were out of work, he was out of work, because the firm closed down. 
And I knew a lot of women, early on, that had to have abortions, went and had back-door abortions. 
And women lost their lives and I know that that wasn’t the right thing to do, with proper counselling and 
if women have their abortion early it’s not a real hazard. I mean these right-to-lifers, they go about it, 
they have their methods of contraception, they pretend they don’t, but they do, or they’d be preggie 
nearly ever year or so. They get up and syringe themselves out and all that, so what do they do that for, 
you know. 
No, I think it’s been a most necessary fight for the women to have the right to choose, and most women 
do like to have a family but they can’t afford to keep them. And lots of girls are left in the lurch with the 
blokes, and they don’t like to let their family know that they’re pregnant and they do that. But it is far 
better to have it legalized to do and let them be able to have it done at a reasonably early time and 
before it gets any distance and I think that’s very. 
very necessary. And people have the number of children they want, that they feel they can afford to 
have, and afford to love. 
T Collie: What recognition have you received for all the work you’ve done over the years, Jenny? 
J Prohaska: Well I never really wanted recognition, I never ever thought of myself as outstanding, I’m an 
ordinary sort of person. This latest award that I got, at first I didn’t want to accept it, I didn’t feel like I 
wanted to accept it. 
T Collie: What is that award? 
J Prohaska: It’s the Order of Australian Merit for Peace, Equal Opportunity and Status of Women. And it 
was said to me like that women need to be recognized, You know, for these things. 
T Collie: And that’s why you accepted it? 
J Prohaska: Yes, more or less for the peace movement, for the UAW generally and at first I didn’t want 
to be nominated, but then from the United Nations, I had someone recommended it from there because 
of our work with the peace petitions and things like that and our constant work in peace and that. But I 
don’t know, I always been up there, blooming well swimming and challenging people with things and 
you know, and I suppose it is a challenge, say that. 
But I must tell you something that I’ve always thought, I had a wonderful childhood in Paddington in the 
playground, in the baths and everything and we’d go to, school, to the Petrie Terrace Girls and Infants’ 
State School and the other kids’d go up to the Catholic school up the hill at Red Hill and we’d pass each 
other on the other side of the footpath every morning and we’d, the Catholics would say, “Catholics ring 
the bell and Protestants go to hell”, and we said, “No, Protestants ring the bells and Catholics go to hell”, 
and every afternoon we played with each other in the playground. We never thought anything more 
about it, it was just when we were going our separate ways to school that we’d wish each other to hell 
every morning. 
And that’s what I thought about this education system. I think the system should be for every body, right 
across the board. I don’t think the Catholic schools or any private schools should get funding. If they 
want to be elitist, I think they’ve got to pay for it and I think if it was, if education was right across the 
board, the children could go to their churches or have religious instruction at school, like we used to 
have, and I just want to say that. It doesn’t really matter what religion you are or what, it’s what kind of 
human beings you are. And if you can learn to live with each other, I think that’s the most important 
thing. 
T Collie:  Did you notice that difference when you were a child? 
J Prohaska: Yes, I did, I did. We would do this, but I don’t think we really meant it. It was just the way it 
was, we just had to fight each other going to school. 
T Collie: Where do you think you get the dedication to keep at it after all these years? You’ve spent a life 
time attending meetings and struggling for social justice. Where do you get that dedication? 
J Prohaska: I don’t really know where, I think it’s just that I’m a battler. I’ve been a battler all my life, to 
achieve something. I used to swim to win, I used to play basketball to win and things like that and I’ve 
always been an out person. As I said, I’ve never been a scholar, I’ve always been a person that’s been 
out in the community, with kids in the playground, with people, and I don’t know, I think it’s just that 
you relate to other people and it’s nice when you relate to people who are on the same wavelength. It 
gives you a bit of satisfaction and I can’t stay home all day. I’ve got to get out. My mother was like that, 
she used to be down at Stone’s Corner every day talking to the blokes sitting on the seats down there. 
Mum was always out. You’d, turn round and she’d put on her hat and be out. Mum was always, she 
worked at home, I mean, we never wanted for a meal or clean clothes or anything, but my Dad used to 
come home from work and he’d say, “And where have you been today, my child? Where did you go 
today?” We’d been in and out of town, and we’d have a bit if lunch in town, and I’d say, “Oh Mum took 
me and we had pie and peas somewhere”. So Mum was like that. I think my mother has had a big 
influence on my life, because she didn’t stay at home and get in a rut. She did the chores and things like 
that, but she always got out and about. So I think probably that, I think I had a long association with my 
mother, when I was married and during the war, she lived with me and afterwards. You know, the kids 
had a lot of time for Gran. 
T Collie: What was her name, Jenny? 
J Prohaska: Her name? Her name was Mary, Mary Dyer. My family, the Scottish people always carry the 
family name forward and my mother was Mary Barr, and that’s why I’m Jenny Barr, like you’re named 
after your mothers side, My father’s mother’s name was Ramsey, and my eldest sister and my sister 
Colina , they’re Mary Ramsey, and Colina Ramsey, and I’m Jenny Barr, and there’s Elizabeth Barr. You 
take, the Scotch people carry the name through, which I think is a really good idea. 
 
And we’ve been doing our family history and I found out that one of my great great granduncles was the 
original writer of the Waltzing Matilda tune, “The Bonnie Woods of Craiglea” was a great granduncle of 
mine. So those people on Mum’s side have always had musical, you know, music people and my 
mother’s father he had the band in Scotland, the brass band. And when I met Eddie     from the Trades 
Hall, I took him home, Mum was with me, and Mum was always warning me about men, you know, you 
know, “You want to watch them, they’re only after one thing”, and I was always getting warned by my 
mother about men, what they were after. 
 
And I took Eddie home to meet Mum. and I said to Mum, “This is Eddie, who works at the Trades Hall”. 
Well that gave him a step in the door in the first place, and I said, “He plays the trombone, in the brass 
band”. Mum says, “Oh my brother played the slide trombone 
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